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Abstract 

This research paper critically examines Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People and Issues, 
Volume 1 by Vickie Jensen, a foundational text that explores the often-overlooked dimensions of 
female criminality. The study delves into the central themes of the book, including gendered 
pathways to crime, systemic inequalities, victimization, political repression, and the intersectionality of 
race, class, and age. It also compares the work with other influential texts in feminist criminology, 
highlighting its unique contributions in offering a comprehensive, interdisciplinary, and international 
perspective. Through a thematic and qualitative approach, the paper evaluates the author’s 
methodology, structure, and the effectiveness of her arguments in challenging traditional, male-
dominated criminological theories. The findings underscore the book’s significance as both a 
scholarly resource and a tool for advocating gender-sensitive justice reforms. This review ultimately 
affirms the book’s relevance in contemporary criminological discourse and its value in informing 
research, policy, and academic inquiry on women and crime. 
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CHAPTER I- INTRODUCTION 

A.Introduction 

Crime and criminality have traditionally been 
studied through a predominantly male lens, 
often marginalizing the experiences, 
motivations, and treatment of women within the 
criminal justice system. For decades, female 
offenders were either viewed as rare anomalies 
or assessed through stereotypes rooted in 
gendered expectations. However, the increasing 
visibility of women in crime statistics and the 
growing interest in feminist criminology have 
led to a more critical and nuanced exploration 
of women’s roles as offenders, victims, and 
subjects of legal and societal scrutiny. 

Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People 
and Issues (Volume 1), edited by Vickie Jensen, 
offers a timely and comprehensive examination 
of these themes. This two-volume work serves 

as both an academic resource and a corrective 
to outdated assumptions, presenting a wide 
range of perspectives on the causes, contexts, 
and consequences of female criminal behavior. 
Volume 1 is structured around thematic issues 
such as structural inequalities, psychological 
factors, victimization, race, age, political 
repression, and global perspectives. Each 
chapter provides a scholarly yet accessible 
overview of a specific issue, supported by 
empirical data and theoretical frameworks. 

This review focuses on Volume 1 of the 
encyclopedia, critically analyzing its key 
themes, evaluating its relevance within the 
broader criminological literature, and 
comparing it with other scholarly works on the 
subject. The analysis will also reflect on the 
book’s contribution to ongoing debates around 
gender, justice, and the need for inclusive policy 
responses to women’s criminality. 
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B. Rationale and Significance: 

The rationale for reviewing Women Criminals: 
An Encyclopedia of People and Issues, Volume 1 
stems from the urgent need to understand the 
complex and often overlooked dynamics of 
female criminality in both academic and 
policy-making circles. Historically, criminology 
has focused predominantly on male offenders, 
resulting in a limited understanding of how and 
why women engage in criminal behavior, and 
how their experiences differ within the criminal 
justice system. This book directly addresses that 
gap by centering women’s voices, experiences, 
and systemic challenges. 

The significance of this work lies in its 
interdisciplinary approach, drawing from 
sociology, psychology, criminology, legal 
studies, and gender theory to provide a holistic 
view of women and crime. Each chapter tackles 
a distinct issue—from victimization and 
systemic bias to global perspectives on female 
offending—making the book not only an 
academic resource but also a tool for shaping 
gender-sensitive policy and practice. 

C. Aims and Objectives of Study: 

The primary aim of this study is to critically 
analyze Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of 
People and Issues, Volume 1, with a focus on its 
thematic contributions to the field of 
criminology, particularly in the context of female 
offenders. This analysis seeks to evaluate the 
depth, relevance, and academic rigor of the 
issues presented in the volume and to 
understand how the book challenges 
conventional narratives around crime and 
gender. 

Specific Objectives: 

To identify and examine the key issues raised in 
the book, including structural, psychological, 
and social factors contributing to women's 
criminal behavior. 

To compare the book’s content with other major 
works in the field of gender and crime, 
highlighting areas of agreement, divergence, 
and contribution to scholarly debates. 

To assess the uniqueness of the editor’s 
approach, particularly in relation to other works 
edited or authored by Vickie Jensen. 

To evaluate the book’s impact and relevance in 
informing policy-making, legal reforms, and 
gender-sensitive approaches within the 
criminal justice system. 

To explore the intersectionality of gender with 
other social categories such as race, class, age, 
and sexuality in the context of women’s 
criminality. 

D. Hypothesis of Research: 

"The representation of female offenders in 
contemporary criminological literature, as 
reflected in Women Criminals: Volume 1, 
challenges traditional male-centric 
criminological theories by incorporating 
intersectional, structural, and trauma-informed 
perspectives that more accurately reflect the 
lived realities of women in the criminal justice 
system. 

This hypothesis assumes that the book departs 
from outdated and gender-biased models of 
crime and instead adopts a more inclusive and 
multidimensional framework. It also posits that 
the work contributes significantly to feminist 
criminology by emphasizing: 

The socio-cultural and economic contexts 
behind women's criminal behavior, The overlap 
between victimization and offending among 
women, and The systemic biases in policing, 
legal proceedings, and corrections related to 
female offenders. 

The research further hypothesizes that Women 
Criminals: Volume 1 serves as a critical 
academic and practical tool for reshaping 
criminal justice policies and promoting gender-
sensitive reform. 

E. Research Methodology: 

This study employs a qualitative research 
methodology centered on content analysis of 
Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People 
and Issues, Volume 1. The approach involves a 
systematic examination of the book’s thematic 
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chapters to identify key concepts, arguments, 
and perspectives related to female criminality. 

Methods Used: 

Literature Review and Comparative Analysis: 
The book’s content is compared with other 
seminal works in feminist criminology and 
gendered crime studies to contextualize its 
contributions within the broader academic 
discourse. 

Thematic Analysis: 
Core themes such as structural causes, 
victimization, intersectionality, legal responses, 
and gender bias are extracted and critically 
evaluated for coherence, empirical support, and 
theoretical significance. 

Critical Evaluation: 
The analysis assesses strengths, limitations, and 
potential biases within the book, including the 
diversity of perspectives covered and gaps that 
remain in research on women offenders. 

2.2. Demographical information of the Book 

Title: Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of 
People and Issues, Volume 1 

Editor: Vickie Jensen 

Language: English 

Subject: Criminology, Gender Studies, Women 
and Crime 

Genre: Non-fiction, Encyclopedia 

Publisher: ABC-CLIO 

Publication Date: 2011 

Pages: Approximately 400 

ISBN-10: 1598848985 

ISBN-13: 978-1598848984 

Price: Varies by retailer 

2.3. Other Literature of the Vickie Jensen 

Female Offenders: Critical Perspectives and 
Effective Interventions (co-authored with 
Barbara Koons-Witt) 
This book offers a comprehensive analysis of 
female offending with a focus on gender-

responsive interventions and policy reform. It 
emphasizes the importance of understanding 
women’s pathways into crime and advocates 
for trauma-informed and culturally sensitive 
correctional practices. 

 Women, Crime, and Criminal Justice: Original 
Feminist Readings (editor) 
In this edited volume, Jensen brings together 
feminist perspectives that challenge traditional 
criminological theories, offering new 
frameworks for understanding female 
criminality, victimization, and the gendered 
nature of the justice system. 

CHAPTER III. BOOK AS A WHOLE 

3.1. First Look of the Book 

At first glance, Women Criminals: An 
Encyclopedia of People and Issues, Volume 1 
presents itself as a comprehensive and 
authoritative resource that fills a critical gap in 
criminological literature by focusing exclusively 
on women and crime. The book’s structure—
organized thematically rather than 
chronologically—immediately signals its aim to 
provide a multifaceted examination of the 
social, psychological, legal, and political 
dimensions of female offending. 

The cover design and title convey a scholarly 
tone, making it clear that this volume is 
intended for students, researchers, and 
practitioners interested in gender and criminal 
justice. The editor, Vickie Jensen, curates 
contributions from a wide range of experts, 
which adds to the encyclopedia’s credibility and 
richness. 

The introductory sections effectively set the 
stage by outlining the importance of studying 
women criminals within the context of broader 
systemic inequalities and gender biases. 
Readers are quickly made aware that this is not 
a collection of sensationalized crime stories, but 
a rigorous academic work aimed at 
understanding the underlying issues that 
contribute to women’s involvement in crime. 
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3.2. Summary of the Book 

Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People 
and Issues, Volume 1 is a comprehensive 
reference work that explores the multifaceted 
nature of female criminality from various 
academic perspectives. Edited by Vickie Jensen, 
the volume delves into key issues affecting 
women who engage in criminal behavior, 
examining social, psychological, economic, and 
legal factors. 

The book is organized into thematic sections 
that address a wide range of topics, including 
structural inequalities, victimization, race and 
ethnicity, age-related factors, political 
repression, and global perspectives on women 
and crime. Each chapter offers detailed 
analyses, supported by empirical research and 
case studies, to highlight how gender intersects 
with other social categories to shape women’s 
experiences in the criminal justice system. 

CHAPTER IV. CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

4.1. Key Issues Raised In The Book 

Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People 
and Issues, Volume 1 raises several critical 
issues that are central to understanding the 
complexities of female criminality and the 
broader socio-legal context in which women 
offenders exist. The key issues include: 

1. Gender and Crime: Challenging Male-
Centric Perspectives 

One of the book’s fundamental arguments is 
the necessity to challenge traditional 
criminological theories that have historically 
centered on male offenders, often marginalizing 
or misrepresenting women’s criminal behavior. 
The encyclopedia highlights how female 
criminality differs in patterns, causes, and 
consequences due to gendered social roles and 
expectations. 

2. Intersectionality: The Role of Race, Class, 
and Age 

The book underscores the importance of 
intersectionality in analyzing women offenders. 
It reveals how race, ethnicity, socioeconomic 

status, and age intersect with gender to 
influence pathways into crime and interactions 
with the justice system. For example, women of 
color and economically disadvantaged women 
often face compounded discrimination and 
harsher penalties. 

3. Victimization and Trauma as Precursors to 
Crime 

A significant issue explored is the link between 
victimization—particularly childhood abuse, 
domestic violence, and sexual assault—and 
women’s involvement in criminal activities. The 
book stresses the need to understand female 
offending within the context of trauma, 
emphasizing trauma-informed approaches to 
justice and rehabilitation. 

4. Structural Inequality and Social Context 

The encyclopedia highlights how structural 
factors such as poverty, limited educational 
opportunities, and systemic discrimination 
contribute to women’s criminal behavior. It 
situates female offending within broader social 
inequalities and critiques the criminal justice 
system’s failure to address these root causes. 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION 

Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People 
and Issues, Volume 1 by Vickie Jensen is a 
groundbreaking and comprehensive resource 
that significantly advances the study of female 
criminality. Through its multidisciplinary and 
intersectional approach, the book challenges 
traditional, male-centric criminological 
frameworks and provides a nuanced 
understanding of the diverse experiences and 
social realities of women involved in crime. 

The volume’s strengths lie in its encyclopedic 
scope, detailed thematic entries, and inclusion 
of global perspectives, which collectively 
illuminate the complex interplay of gender, race, 
class, trauma, and structural inequalities in 
shaping women’s criminal behavior and their 
treatment within the justice system. Its 
emphasis on victimization, political repression, 
and the need for gender-responsive policies 
further contributes to critical discussions on 
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reforming criminal justice practices to better 
serve women offenders. 

While the book relies on secondary sources and 
synthesizes existing literature rather than 
presenting new empirical research, its value as 
a reference work and scholarly foundation is 
indisputable. It serves as a vital tool for students, 
researchers, practitioners, and policymakers 
interested in feminist criminology, social justice, 
and the reform of legal and correctional 
systems. 

In conclusion, Jensen’s encyclopedia not only 
educates but also inspires critical reflection on 
how society perceives and responds to women 
criminals. It calls for continued research, 
advocacy, and systemic change aimed at 
addressing the root causes of female offending 
and promoting equitable justice. 
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