INDIAN JOURNAL OF LEGAL REVIEW [IJLR - IF SCORE - 7.58] Published by

VOLUME 5 AND ISSUE 8 OF 2025

APIS - 3920 - 0001 (and) ISSN - 2583-2344 https://iledu.in

Institute of Legal Education

THE INFLUENCE OF THE WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT ON ECO - TOURISM IN INDIA:
A CRITICAL STUDY

AUTHOR - ANIRUDH SINGH* & DR VIPIN DAS R V**
* STUDENT AT CHRIST DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY, PUNE, LAVASA
** ASSISTANT PROFESSOR AT CHRIST DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY, PUNE, LAVASA

BEST CITATION - ANIRUDH SINGH, THE INFLUENCE OF THE WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT ON ECO - TOURISM IN
INDIA: A CRITICAL STUDY, INDIAN JOURNAL OF LEGAL REVIEW (IJLR), 5 (8) OF 2025, PG. 699-705, APIS —
3920 — 0001 & ISSN - 2583-2344.

ABSTRACT-

Many aspects of India’'s biodiversity are protected and conserved through the Wildlife Protection Act
of 1972. This paper attempts at critically analyzing how the Act has promoted or otherwise affected
eco-tourism in India, responsible travel to areas of natural beauty that aims at conserving the
environment with regard to enhancing locals’ well-being. Eco-tourism probably has gained a great
deal of thrust across India as a destination for travelers to learn about and appreciate unique wildlife
and habitats found in the country.

The Wildlife Protection Act also provided for the setting up of protected areas like national parks,
wildlife sanctuaries, and conservation reserves which have gradually become the main hot spots of
eco-tourism. It enables the visitors to see the beauty and variety of Indian wildlife in their natural
setting. Moreover, the Act has acted as an important catalyst in regulating tourism activities at these
sites so that they were conducted in an environment-friendly and sustainable manner.

Despite the fact that the Wildlife Protection Act has proved to be positive in regard to increasing eco-
tourism in India, there still are related challenges and constraints, such as issues relating to
implementation of the Act, human-wildlife conflict, and the involvement of the community in the eco-
tourism activities. This paper essentially elucidates the salience of Wildlife Protection Act in promoting
eco-tourism in India and possible measures for overcoming the challenges faced in this sector.

Introduction increasingly practiced in India. The legal
protection of wildlife and their habitats under

The Wildlife Protection Act was an important o )
the Wildlife Protection Act has made a real

legislation in India to safeguard the country's
rich biodiversity and wildlife. It was enacted in
1972 in the interest of protection of wildlife and
their habitats, apart from regulating and
controlling activities that may harm them. The
very establishment of protected areas like
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries are sites
of importance for conservation and eco-
tourism.

Eco-tourism involves responsible travel to
natural areas, aiming at conserving the
environment and improving local people's well-
being. Over recent years, it has been
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contribution to eco-tourism.

This critical study explores the effect of the
Wildlife Protection Act on Indian eco-tourism.
Using a framework in which it compares the
provisions of the Act and how they affect the
activities of Indian eco-tourism, this study
assesses the degree to which the act has
furthered the development and promotion of
eco-friendly tourism in India. With literature and
case studies, this study will provide an in-depth
view regarding whether conservation and
tourism development are consonant under the
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provisions of the Act and presents
recommendations to improve the synergy
between wildlife protection and eco-tourism in
India.

Research objectives -

The research objective of this study would be to
critically look into the impact exerted by the
Wildlife Protection Act on eco-tourism in India.
The Wildlife Protection Act was enacted in 1972.
It basically aims at providing protection to all
types of wildlife and their habitats within India.
Responsible travel to natural places supporting
and conserving the environment along with
improving the quality of life for local
communities is termed as ecotourism.

Essay on Provisions under the Wildlife Protection
Act and the Impact on India's Ecotourism
Industry. It will discuss the degree to which the
Act has helped in preserving wildlife and their
habitats as well as their contribution towards
responsible tourism practices within natural
areas. The study will also assess the difficulties
and opportunities for eco-tourism operators in
complying with the Act and implementing
sustainable tourism practices.

This paper attempts to study the effectiveness
of the conservation policies in place as enacted
by the Wildlife Protection Act of India in
influencing eco-tourism within the country.
Insights into current conservation policies and
practices used in promoting sustainable
tourism development will be made through
critical analysis. Findings will be of great value in
enriching the literature on wildlife conservation,
eco-tourism, and environmental policy in India.

Research Method - Doctrinal
Why Have I not used non-doctrinal-

There are various reasons why non-doctrinal
research methods, such as qualitative research
or case studies, have not been applied in my
research paper on the influence of the Wildlife
Protection Act on eco-tourism in India. The first
reason is that the topic of the Wildlife Protection
Act and its impact on eco-tourism in India is
principally a legal and policy-oriented issue,
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which seems to fit more appropriately into a
legal research approach. The non-doctrinal
methods may not bring forth the level of legal
analysis required to understand intricacies and
implications that the Act has on eco-tourism.

The non-doctrinal research methods may not
be useful for analyzing the precise legal
provisions and their implications in the real
world in the Indian context of eco-tourism.
Doctrinal analysis and legislative review among
the legal research methods are more
appropriate for an analysis of the legal
framework governing wildlife protection and
eco-tourism in India.

Moreover, non-doctrinal research methods may
not provide the rigor and objectivity required to
critically assess the impact of the Wildlife
Protection Act on eco-tourism in India. These
legal research methods involve a systematic
and structured analysis of the legal framework,
helping to bring out a better and more nuanced
understanding of the issues in question.

As a whole, the methods of non-doctrinal
research were deliberately excluded from my
research paper on the influence of the Wildlife
Protection Act on eco-tourism in India to ensure
that a thorough and rigorous analysis of the
implications of the Act on the legal and policy
fronts concerning eco-tourism in India are
achieved.

Main body-
Key Pointers:

1. Overview of the Wildlife Protection Act of
India-

-lts primary objectives include protection and
conservation of endangered species, regulation
of trade in wildlife and 7wildlife articles for
commercial  purposes, establishment of
protected areas for conservation of wildlife
habitats  and populations. It  further
contemplates research and education
associated with wildlife and public awareness

743 Das, M. & Chatterjee, B., Eco Tourism a Panacea or

Predicament? Tourism Management Perspectives, vol. 14, 2015, pp.
3-16.
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regarding preservation of India's natural
heritage. The core provisions of this Act relate to
the protection and conservation of wildlife
through the prohibition of hunting and trade in
endangered species, establishing national
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and conservation
reserves, regulating activities such as captive
breeding and the transportation of wildlife, and
the establishment of the appointment of wildlife
wardens and advisory bodies to supervise the
administration of the law.

-For the research topic *#'The Influence of the
Wildlife Protection Act on Eco-Tourism in India: A
Critical Study,” it is necessary to study how the
Act has affected the development of eco-
tourism in the country. Eco-tourism, or
responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment and improves the
well-being of local people, has become an
increasingly popular form of tourism in India in
recent years. Considering the provisions of the
Act and the mechanism of its implementation
together with the policies that the government
has undertaken for the development of eco-
tourism, this study is aimed at determining the
effect the legislation has brought about in the
development of eco-tourism within India. It also
assesses the challenges and opportunities
associated with eco-tourism operators who
have to comply with the provisions of the Act
and contribute to wildlife conservation. In the
overall view, this study would contribute to the
better  understanding of how  wildlife
conservation law impacts the development of
eco-tourism in Indiqg, thus providing insights into
how the Wildlife Protection Act could be
leveraged for the promotion of sustainable
tourism practices that would both serve the
needs of wildlife and local communities.

2. Evolution of Eco-Tourism in India-

Eco-tourism is such an element that has
grabbed a lot of attention recently as a
sustainable alternative to traditional tourism
practices. In India, growth and development in

744 Sharma, R., Menace of Ecotourism and the Role of Legislations
in India, Bharati Law Review, Oct.-Dec. 2013.
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the field of eco-tourism have been influenced in
many ways due to factors like the Wildlife
Protection Act. This act became effective in the
year 1972 for conserving wildlife and their
habitats while also promoting a number of eco-
friendly tourism activities.

This piece of legislation has played a significant
role in the Indian sector of the eco-tourism
industry. The Act has therefore conserved
biodiversity through protective areas and
regulation of tourism activities in such specific
areas. Consequently, the Act has made tourists
and local communities more aware of the
justification for conserving wildlife, thus
improving support for eco-friendly tourism
practices.

There are also a number of challenges and
limitations on the positive effect of the Wildlife
Protection Act on the eco-tourism sector in
India. These include issues related to
enforcement, with regard to scant
infrastructure, a veritable mismatch between
conservation and tourism development.’* Thus
there is a need for further studies, basically
examining the influence of the Act on eco-
tourism in India with some means of dealing
with the challenges identified.

Overall, eco-tourism has a significant role in
conservation and sustainable development in
India. Observations concerning the impact that
the Wildlife Protection Act has on eco-tourism
will be able to provide important knowledge
concerning both the opportunities and
challenges facing the industry, and strategies
for promoting responsible and sustainable
tourism practices in the country.

3. Impact of the Wildlife Protection Act on Eco-
Tourism-

The Wildlife Protection Act has significantly
impacted eco-tourism initiatives in India since
1972. Such legislation has been significant in

745 Rajashree, S. & Madhusmita, D., Ecotourism, Biodiversity
Conservation and Livelihoods: Understanding the Convergence and
Divergence, Sustainable Development, vol. 30, no. 1, 2022.
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protection and augmentation of the rich
biodiversity in the country and promotion of
sustainable tourism practices. This research
paper aims at explaining the positive impacts
by the Wildlife Protection Act on eco-tourism
initiatives as well as issues and limitations of the
Act to the operators running eco-tourism.

Preservation of natural habitats and wildlife
species is one of the most important positive
effects experienced from the Wildlife Protection
Act about initiatives of eco-tourism. The Act has
helped maintain ecological balance and
promote biodiversity conservation through the
provision of legal protection to endangered
species and their habitats.”#® This has led to
unique and authentic wildlife experiences that
the tourists get from the eco-tourism operators
thus boosting the local economy and informing
people about the issues of conservations.

It has also resulted in the protection of various
regions as national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries, providing an ideal source for eco-
tourism. Protected areas provide a safe habitat
for the wildlife, allowing tourists to closely
experience nature at its best. This has helped
enhance the niche of India's eco-tourism
industry attracting nature lovers and wildlife
photographers from across the world.

Despite several positive impacts of the Wildlife
Protection Act on eco-tourism activities, several
challenges and limitations face eco-tourism
operators. Major factors include  strict
regulations and restrictions imposed by the Act
in respect of tourism activities within protected
areas. They regulate the number of tourists
visiting a specific areqa, limit the types of
activities that can be conducted, and require a
permit and license for conducting tours by eco-
tourism operators.

Lack of infrastructure and amenities is another
challenge faced by eco-tourism operators:
Many destinations for eco-tourism lack basic
facilities like accommodation, transport, and

746 Kumaravelu, K., The Future of FEcotourism in India:
Opportunities and Challenges under the Wildlife Protection
Act,Tourism Review International, vol. 24 (2021).
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communication networks and therefore cannot
create a comfortable and safe experience for
tourists. This discourages many potential
tourists from visiting such areas and prevents
the growth of the eco-tourism industry.

Conclusion In brief, the Wildlife Protection Act
has helped in the development of eco-tourism
initiatives  in  India  through biodiversity
conservation and promotion of sustainable
tourism practices’. Nevertheless, the Act has
some limitations and challenges that are set
against the proper working of eco-tourism
operators in the country, thus affecting the
development of this sector in the country.
Further research and policy interventions are
needed in overcoming these challenges to
ensure that the industry grows in India.

4. Case Studies and Examples -

-The Indian Wildlife Protection Act has greatly
been a determinant of the country's eco-
tourism industry. This act seeks to conserve and
protect the different wildlife species and their
habitats. Consequently, several eco-tourism
projects have been negatively affected by the
regulations and guidelines bestowed upon it
under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act.

-In order to comprehend the impact of this
legislation on eco-tourism in Indig, it would be
useful to study case studies and specific
examples of how certain eco-tourism ventures
have either been successful and unsuccessful
regarding compliaonce with the Wildlife
Protection Act. Analyzing these projects will help
researchers understand the challenges and
opportunities resulting from the implementation
of such legislation.

-Successful examples of this project can be
seen in the likes of Ranthambore National Park
in Rajasthan under the aegis of the Wildlife
Protection Act. This sort of protected area has
welcomed several wildlife enthusiasts due to
the successful conservation efforts and
sustainable tourism practices adopted here. So,

747 Global Forest Coalition & Equations, Eco Tourism as a Market-
based Conservation Scheme (March 2007).
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working closely with local communities and
enforcing stiff regulations to protect wildlife, the
Ranthambore National Park attracted visitors
while conserving its resources.

-Of course, there were attempts at wildlife eco-
tourism that had failed to meet the
requirements of the Wildlife Protection Act and
thus cannot win. For instance, a resort located
near a protected wildlife sanctuary might face
the challenges of not being able to obtain all
the permits needed or to meet most of the
requirements spelt out in the legislation. This
lack of compliance can lead to negative
impacts on the local ecosystem and wildlife,
eventually closing down the eco-tourism
venture.

5. Recommendations and Future Directions -

The India Wildlife Protection Act is one of the
most important legislations for conservation of
the diverse flora and fauna of the country, but it
calls for more synergy between the legislation
and the developing field of eco-tourism, all in
the name of sustainable development and the
protection of wildlife habitat.”

One of the policy recommendations for
strengthening this synergy is to encourage
greater collaboration between government
agencies that deal with wildlife conservation
and those involved in tourism promotion. The
promoted joint initiatives may be designed to
inform tourists about conservation efforts and
promote responsible tourism practices. Further,
regulation enforcement in protected areas
must be strengthened so as not to negatively
impact wildlife populations and their habitats.

Further research and work can be done in the
area of the impact that the Wildlife Protection
Act is having on eco-tourism in India. Future
studies may focus on the economic benefits
through eco-tourism coming directly to
communities that live near protected areas,
assessing the possibility for sustainable tourism
practice being fostered as a means of

748 Rao, K., Ecotourism and Biodiversity Conservation: An Indian
Perspective, Biodiversity and Conservation, vol. 29, no. 8, 2020.
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conserving protected areas. Collaborative
research  projects between  government
agencies and non-governmental organisations
might help stimulate valuable insights with
recommendations that will form the basis of
well-informed policy-making decisions.

Results and Discussions-

The impacts of India’'s Wildlife Protection Act on
the development and regulation of eco-tourism
in the country have been very momentous. With
this backdrop, this critical study will explore the
impact of the Wildlife Protection Act on the
development and regulation of eco-tourism in
India  with an aim of ascertaining the
implications on conservation efforts and the
practice of sustainable tourism.”#®

One of the major outcomes of the present study
is a positive correlation between the
implementation of the Wildlife Protection Act
and the development of eco-tourism in India. It
acted as a vehicle to provide a legal framework
for the protection of wildlife and their habitats,
leading on its own to the establishment of
numerous protected areas and wildlife
sanctuaries that serve as popular destinations
for eco-tourists. These protected areas attract
tourists and in turn provide revenue that could
be utilised to conserve these resources.

The Wildlife Protection Act has also been
instrumental in shaping responsible tourism
trends in India. Activities such as poaching,
hunting, and the illicit trade in wildlife have all
been banned under this act, which has
contributed to conserving endangered species
as well as their habitats. Consequently, not only
has it enriched biodiversity over the entire
region but also contributed to the promotion of
sustainable tourism trends that protect the
environment.”°

79 Joshi, V., The Intersection of Ecotourism and Wildlife
Conservation Laws in India: A Policy Review, Journal of
Environmental Management, vol. 267, Article No. 110636 (2020).

750 Sharma, P., Balancing Tourism Development and Wildlife
Conservation: Insights from  the  Wildlife  Protection
Act,Environmental Management, vol. 65 (2020).
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This is important because despite the
appreciation for the act for wildlife protection,
there are challenges and limitations that need
attention’®. Primarily, much of the challenge lies
in enforcing the act because illegal activities
such as poaching and habitat destruction
continue to face wildlife conservation efforts. In
addition, the infrastructure and facilities in
protected areas should be improved to be able
to accommodate tourism while at the same
time avoiding harm to the environment.

The Wildlife Protection Act has significantly
impacted eco-tourism in India in promoting the
growth of sustainable tourism practices as well
as conservation of wildlife and their habitats.
While much progress has been made, several
issues still need to be addressed in order to
succeed in the long term. Much research and
closer cooperation among the government,
conservation organisations, and the tourism
industry will be necessary to overcome these
problems and encourage responsible tourism
practices in India.

Conclusion-

The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 has already
played a very significant role in shaping the
landscape of eco-tourism in India. First, the Act
has provided for a robust legal framework that
protects wildlife and its habitat. Besides
conservation of the biodiversity of the country,
this Act has also laid the foundation for
sustainable tourism practices. Establishment of
protected areas under the Act, such as national
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and conservation
reserves, has carved out ecotourism
destinations that attract nature enthusiasts and
wildlife photographers and conservationists
from around the world.

This critical study reveals that the Wildlife
Protection Act positively impacts the growth of
eco-tourism by protecting habitats and
appreciating responsible use of those spaces.
This means that its strict policies over poaching,

751 Nair, S., Community Participation in Ecotourism Initiatives:
Impacts on Biodiversity Conservation under the Wildlife Protection
Act in India,Journal of Sustainable Tourism, vol. 29 (2021).

704 | Page

hunting, and unregulated exchange of wildlife
have recovered almost every species of
endangered animals in protected regions,
which has augmented their attraction as an
eco-tourism spot. This has, together with the
revenue generated by eco-tourism, resulted in
the funding of conservation projects and
provided economic benefits to communities,
hence fostering stewardship over natural
resources.

However, the study also identifies some
challenges that need to be overcome so that
the full potential of eco-tourism can come into
play to forward conservation practice. Since
regulatory controls are important in biodiversity
conservation, they sometimes create barriers
for eco-tourism operators to expand and
enhance tourist experiences.””> Other issues
include human-wildlife conflict, inadequate
infrastructure in remote areas, and the pressure
of increasing tourist footfall on sensitive
ecosystems-all of which work to degrade the
balance between tourism and conservation.

In this regard, there is a strong felt need for
integration-the alignment of goals of wildlife
conservation  with  tourism  development.
Increased cooperation between government
agencies and conservation organisations, as
well as with the local communities, will continue
to contribute toward better enforcement
mechanisms and up-gradation of eco-tourism
infrastructure and promotion of community-
based tourism models. Adopting responsible
tourism policies, India will ensure that eco-
tourism becomes a sustainable driver for
conservation as well as for rural economic
development.

The Wildlife Protection Act has provided a very
good foundation for the development of eco-
tourism in India and there is plenty of scope for
improvement in policy implementation and
involving key stakeholders. Thus, the future of
eco-tourism in India hinges on our ability to

752 Kumar, R., Ecotourism and Wildlife Conservation: The Role of
Legislation in India, Journal of Environmental Law and Policy, vol.

15, no. 1, 2021.
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balance conservation imperatives with the
burgeoning requirement for nature-based
tourism experiences. These efforts would require
continued research, revised policies, and
participation from the community so that the
very amicable coexistence between wildlife
protection and eco-tourism is well ensured to
safeguard India's natural heritage for the future.
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