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ABSTRACT

Although colleges are frequently though of s secure oases for study, they can also hotspot for a
variety of crimes that are waiting to be discovered. This research looks into the relationship between
crime rates on college campuses and inadequate lighting. Through the Analysis it shows how
insufficient lighting fuels criminal activity by looking through crime reports, surveying students and
staff, interviewing them, and mapping locations that are known to be crime-ridden. This research
shows a clear correlation between low light levels and increased rates o theft, violence, and
vandalism. These dimly lighted areas not only provide a haven for criminal activity, but they also
make the college community feel uneasy. This emphasizes how urgently improved lighting safety
precautions are needed.

Developing successful preventative methods requires an understanding of the elements that
contribute to crimes on campuses and the significance of environmental factors like illumination.
Colleges and universities can establish safer settings that support both academic achievement and
personal development by tackling these problems. This research offers doable suggestion for
boosting campus security, such as installing more CCTV, better lighting and initiating awareness-
raising and crime-prevention initiatives. The goal of these actions is to make campuses more secure
and safe places for all people.

This research is a call to action for legislators and college administrators to address these safety
concerns and maintain campuses as secure environments for learning and development.

Keywords: Crimes, Safety, Investigation, Awareness, Campus

Introduction busy quads, there’'s a serious issue with crime

Campus safety is a crucial issue that presents a and campus safety.

shadow on enlightenment and advancement in
the world of higher education. Even though they
are places where education is valued, college
campuses all around the world continue to
struggle with different types of crime that lurk in
shadowy places. College campuses are
evaluated more and more for their capacity to
offer a safe environment that supports
academic  pursuits.  Traditionally,  these
campuses have been seen as bastion of
learning and intellectual advancement. But
beyond the clam exteriors of lecture halls and

995 | Page

Even while universities work hard to crate a safe
environment, theft, assault and vandalism
occurrence continue, which frequently casts
doubt on the sense of security that teachers
and students have a right to expect. Scholars,
administrators, and policymakers have all
expressed interest in how lighting may either
mitigate or exacerbate these issues.

Statistics on Crime Rates

College campuses have evolved into miniature
versions of larger society problems in recent
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years, such as crime. Theft accounts for over
45% of all reported campus crimes nationwide,
according to data from the Department of
Education’s Campus Safety and Security Data
Analysis Cutting Tool.®” This statistic serves as a
sobering reminder of the weaknesses in these
academic havens. Over the last ten years,
trends show a progressive decrease in violent
crimes in contrast to very stable rates of
property crimes. Furthermore, as the Bureau of
Justice Statistics points out, campuses bear a
disproportionate amount of theft and property-
related offenses even if they typically report
lower rates of violent crime when compared to
their metropolitan counterparts.

The conclusion is emphasized by a noteworthy
case study from the university of California,
Berkeley™®, which shows a concerning increase
in bicycle thefts over the previous five years
despite a general decline in other crime
categories.

Types of Crimes Commonly Committed on
College Campuses

Despite their appearance of safety and
intellectual endeavor, college campuses are not
impervious to several kinds of criminal activity.
The most common problem is theft with
smartphones, bicycles, and laptops among the
most sought- after items. Significant risks also
comes from physical and sexual assaults, which
frequently happen in the seeming protection of
resident halls or at social events. Vandalism
disturbs the campus atmosphere and results in
expensive repair bills when it takes the form of
graffiti and property damages. Furthermore,
incidents involving drugs and alcohol which are
especially common in fraternity and sorority
circles, highlight the widespread problem of
substance addiction among students.

1517 National Center for Education Statistics, NCES Fast Facts Tool provides
quick answers to many education questions (no date) National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES) Home Page, a part of the U.S. Department of
Education. Available at: https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=804
(Accessed: 17 June 2024).

1518 Theft Prevention Tips, Theft Prevention Tips | Berkeley UCPD (no date)
Available at: https:/ /ucpd.berkeley.edu/safety/theft-prevention-tips
(Accessed: 17 June 2024)
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Factors Contributing to Crime on College
Campuses

e Large Population
College campuses are known for their

diverse and densely populated areas,
which fosters opportunity and
anonymity; two essential elements that
make criminal activity easier. According
to studies from the Urban Institute, the
sheer volume of people can mask illegal
activity, making it simpler for offenders
to avoid capture among the hordes of
students.
e Alcohol abuse
Alcohol abuse is a significant factor in
college crime. According to the
American College Health Association™,
drinking seriously impairs judgment,
which raises the risk of engaging in the
criminal activity as well as one's
susceptibility to becoming a victim of
crime. This problem is made worse by
the normalization of binge drinking on
college campus, particularly in Greek life.
Research from the National Institute on
Drug Abuse shows a direct link between
high alcohol usage and higher rates of
crimes.”%
e Lack of Parental Supervision

There is a significant change in
accountability and supervision while
going from home to college. The Indian
Journal of Health emphasizes the
dangers that can result from this
increased autonomy, such as engaging

unlawful  activity®®.  The  National
Orientation Directors Association’s
1519 Alcohol, World Health Organization Available at:

https:/ /www.who.int/ /news-room/ fact-
sheets/detail/alcohol/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvb-
zBhCmARIsAAfUI2v-I0VB7QxzkKeLN-
k07yvaK8Y5]_20uAyW4NX6BsqwRgNG_R4auD8aAvSwEALw_wcB
(Accessed: 17 June 2024).

1520 National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) (2024) National Institutes of
Health. ~ Available at:  https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-
almanac/national-institute-drug-abuse-nida (Accessed: 17 June 2024).

1521 Indian Journal of Health Studies, a publication of the Association of
Health  Psychologists (no date) Home - IJHS. Available at:
https://journalofhealthstudies.in/ (Accessed: 17 June 2024).
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recommendation’™? of having excellent
orientation programs is important
because it reduces the desire to engage
in criminal activity, as many students
experienced at home.

e Other Contributing Factors
Inadequate Lighting and Environmental
Design: Crime on college campuses is
greatly increased by dimly lit places and
poorly designed environments. The
Crime Prevention through Environmental
Design Association’s Research'® shows
that intelligent campus layouts and
well-lit areas can significantly lower
crime rates.
On the Other hand, well-lit areas
improve visibility and make it simpler for
people to see and be seen, which may
discourage would-be offenders.
Further discouraging criminal activity is
the well-thought out campus
architecture, which incorporates easily
navigable areas, clear sightlines, and

strategically positioned security
elements.
Insufficient Security Protocols:

Vulnerabilities on college campuses are
gently increased by insufficient security
measures, such as a lack of
comprehensive surveillance systems
and a shortage of security personnel.
The risk of crimes like theft, assault and
vandalism is decreased when there is a
visible deterrent in the form of trained
security staff. Surveillance system which
comprises cameras positioned
strategically throughout the campus,
augment security measures by
furnishing instantaneous monitoring and
crucial evidence in the event an
occurrence. Without these safeguards,
institutions have a greater risk of
criminal activity, which threatens staff,

1522 National Orientation Agency (NOA) (no date) National Orientation Agency.
Available at: https://www.noa.gov.ng/ (Accessed: 17 June 2024).

1523 The International CPTED Association (ICA) - ICA office news (no date)
Available at: https://www.cpted.net/ICA-Office-News (Accessed: 17 June
2024).

faculty and student safety. Thus in
addition to being essential for deterring
crime, effective security measures also
help to provide a safe and comfortable
learning environment.

Socioeconomic Elements:

Crime rates on college campuses are
significantly influenced by
socioeconomic issues. As a way to deal
with their financial difficulties, some
students turn to criminal activity due to
financial strains and the weight of
student debt. In order to meet their
financial demand students who are very
impoverished may turn to theft, drug
sales or other illicit activities, according
to study published in the Journal of
Positive School Psychology'®®. The link
between criminal activity and financial
stress highlights how crucial it is to give
students access to sufficient financial
resources and support. Some of these
constraints can be relieved Dby
scholarships, grants, and  easily
accessible financial advice, which lowers
the chance that student, will turn to
illegal activity out of need for money. It is
imperative to tackle these fundamental
socioeconomic concerns in order to
establish campus climate that is both
safer and more encouraging.

Social Relations and Public Pressure:
Peer or public pressure and the dynamic
of social grouping have a big impact on
how students behave and play a part in
campus crime. Peer pressure has a
significant effect on students and
frequently pushes them to commit
crimes, this is especially true in settings
where group behaviors are common,
such dorms and student housing.
Students may be driven to take acts they
might not have otherwise taken out of a
desire to blend in, win approval from

152+ Nighat Younas, S. Aftab (no date) Comprebensive study of student’s criminal
activities in Educational Institutes, Journal of Positive School Psychology. Available at:
https://journalppw.com/index.php/jpsp/atticle/view/15900 (Accessed: 21
June 2024).
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others, or prevent being shunned. This
covers thing like abusing drugs or
alcohol, stealing and vandalism. These
dangers can be reduced by being aware
of the social dynamic at work and
putting preventive measures in places,
such as educational initiatives on the
negative impacts of peer or public
pressure and cultivating a culture of
responsible behavior. Reducing crime
linked to peer pressure on campus
requires fostering an atmosphere that
values positive social impacts and
discourages undesirable behavior.

e Institutional Measures to Curb Campus

Crimes
Initiatives _of the University Grants
Commission:

India’s University Grants Commission
(UGC) has taken significant action to
improve students’ safety and security on
and off campus. Establishing police
stations on campus is required by the
UGC in order to prevent antisocial
behavior and maintain a safe learning
environment.® Quality education and
research depend on a secure and
supportive learning environment, as
stated by the UGC Secretary. The
creation of a student body of community
Service Officers who would help with
night patrols and offer escort services to
neighboring transportation hubs. To
further combat ragging, the UGC has
implemented norms that mandate
parents and students submit an annual
undertaking against such activities.
e Judicial Involvement in Campus
Crimes
- In Sarjad K P vs. State of Kerala™?,
three degree holder from a kazhikodi

1525 Regulation on curbing the menace of ragging in higher education,
University Grants Commiission. Available at:
https://www.ugc.gov.in/oldpdf/ragging/ minuterag230409.pdf (last visited
Jun 27, 2024).

1526 Sarjad K.P. v. State of Kerala, Kerala High Conrt, judgment, Casemine.com.
Available at:
https://www.casemine.com/judgement/in/58cc1c0753bec77c606b80b4 (last
visited Jun 27, 2024).
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college entered a classroom carrying
potentially deadly weapons,
attacked diploma holders, and
seriously hurt them. The Kerala High
Court refused the accused
anticipatory release notwithstanding
their youth, highlighting the necessity
of strict action against campus
violence and stressing that rowdyism
on campus must be condoned.

- In P.senthil and others vs. SIVET®? the
principal due to unfulfilled demands
over class times, student’'s boycotted
classes in this case, which resulted in
law enforcement involvement and
lathe charges. The court's ruling
required the college to admit back
the expelled students and
underscored the necessity for
institutions  to utilize  special
committees to handle concerns. This
underscores the significance of
upholding discipline while also
protecting the rights of students.

- In Raghul KA vs Chief Secretary™®
the Kerala High Court passed the
ruling that Colleges are required to
notify the police immediately of any
risks to law and order. The police are
then in charge of implementing the
necessary corrective action. This
ruling highlights the need of
cooperative approach to regulating
campus crime and the role that law
enforcement plays in preserving
campus safety.

Understanding the complexities of campus
crime is made easier with this thorough
summary of crime statistics, different types of
crimes, causes contributing to it and
institutional and legal remedies. Furthermore, it

127D, Senthil and 6 others v. The Principal, Sivet College, Madras High Court,
judgment, Casemine.com. Available at:
https:/ /www.casemine.com/judgement/in/56090146e4b01497111563f7 (last
visited Jun 27, 2024).

1528 Raghul KA v. Chief Secretary, Kerala High Court, judgment, Casemine.com.
Available at:
https:/ /www.casemine.com/judgement/in/5dc077fc3321bc77¢5092¢3b (last
visited Jun 27, 2024).
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establishes the foundation for investigating
efficacious preventive measures and
augmenting the general security and welfare of
pupils and personnel. Colleges and universities
can endeavor to create safer, more
encouraging environments that support both
academic and personal growth by addressing
these fundamental challenges.

Observations

e The Connection between Crimes and
Shadows
Numerous studies demonstrate a strong
association between dimly lit locations
and higher rates of crime on college
campuses. Shadows and dimly lit areas
provide a barrier of ignorance for those
who commit crimes, creating an
atmosphere in which they can flourish
unhindered. Shadows give thieves a
sense of confidence since they make it
less likely that they will be discovered.'?°
For example through examinations of
campus crime data repeatedly shows
that assault and robbery incidences are
significantly  higher in areas with
insufficient lighting than in places with
adequate lighting. A key component of
crime prevention is the psychological
deterrent that comes with enhanced
visibility. Well it areas significantly
increase the likelihood that a potential
offender will be noticed and taken into
custody, which lower the probability of
criminal  conduct. This knowledge
emphasizes how important it is for
universities to give efficient lighting top
priority as a vital component of their
security setup.

e Crimes Categories in Shadowy Areas
The concealment that dim illumination
provides makes shadowy areas on
college campuses prime locations for a

1529 (PDF) Violence Victimization on a College Campus: Impact on GPA and School
Dropout, Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277343957_Violence_Victimizati

on_on_a_College_Campus_Impact_on_GPA_and_School_Dropout (last

visited Jun 28, 2024).
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range of crimes.”®* Various crimes such
as theft, assault and sexual harassment
are more common in these dimly
illuminated areas. Insufficient lighting
not only gives potential criminals more
confidence, but it also reduces the
possibility ~ that  onlookers  would
intervene.

Certain categories of criminal activity
that thrive in gloomy location include:

- Assault: Shadowy passage ways
and isolated areas turn become
hazardous areas where physical
assaults and muggings happen
regularly.

- Theft: In places like garage lots
and dorm hallways, shadows
give robbers a cover to operate
stealthily.

- Sexual Assaults and Harassment:
These crimes are more severe in
dimly lit settings where there is
little chance of being noticed,
allowing offenders to more easily
target victims without facing any
repercussions.

Shadows ability to conceal not only makes
these illegal behaviors easier, but they also
foster a climate of dread and insecurity among
students, which negatively impacts the
academic community’s general sense of safety
and wellbeing.

e Places with a High Crime Rate Because
of the Bad Lighting :

Information gathered from multiple

campuses points to a number of high

risks areas where low lighting

dramatically raises the danger of crime.
These locations include:

- Llots of parking and Garages:

these places which sometimes

have poor lighting, giving

1530 Literature study: The Effects of Reduced Public Lighting on ..., Available at:
https:/ /www.west-vlaanderen.be/sites/default/files / 2020-
05/LiteratureReviewdefinitief_SmartLightConcepts_2Seas.pdf (last  visited
Jun 28, 2024).
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attackers plenty of places to hide
and limiting victims ‘ability to flee.

- Walkways and Pathways: These
places are especially prone to
crime like vandalism and assault
because of their remote locations
and poor visibility. Paths with little
lighting that link  university
buildings and resident halls are
frequently the scene of violent
crimes and muggings.'®®
Students frequently utilize these
pathways late at night, when their
lack of visibility solitude makes
them perilous.

- Recreational Spaces: Dimly lit
outdoor courts and athletic fields
become isolated locations that
are vulnerable to criminal activity.
These places are frequently
unoccupied at night, which
makes them ideal for crimes like
theft and assault.

- Residence Hall: Insufficient
lighting at the entrance and
hallways of students housing
complexes sometimes serves as
a backdrop for incidences of
harassment and theft’™®2 When
dark corners and dimly
illuminated entryways serve as
hiding places for criminals, the
safety of these residential areas
is jeopardized.

The results highlight how important it is to
improve lighting and strategically put lights in
order to reduce the risks related to dimly lit
regions’™. Campuses may greatly lower crime

1531 Andrea S. Richardson et al., Pathways through which higher neighborbood crime is
longitudinally associated with greater body mass index, International Journal of Bebavioral
Nutrition —and — Physical ~ Activity  BioMed ~ Central  (2017).  Available at:
https://ijbnpa.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12966-017-0611-y  (last
visited Jun 28, 2024).

152 (PDF) Violence Victimization on a College Campus: Impact on GPA and School
Dropout, Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277343957_Violence_Victimizati
on_on_a_College_Campus_Impact_on_GPA_and_School_Dropout (last
visited Jun 28, 2024).

1533 (PDF)  outdoor  lighting — and  crime,  part  2: Coupled  growth,
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265248247_Outdoor_Lighting_a
nd_Crime_Part_2_Coupled_Growth (last visited Jun 28, 2024).
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rates and provide a safer atmosphere for
employees, instructors, and students by
upgrading their lighting infrastructure.

Analysis and Consequences

e Interpretation of Results
This data’s analysis shows a clear
correlation between higher crime rates
and dimly illuminated places on college
campuses. An environment that is
favorable to criminal activity is produced
by inadequate lighting as shadows allow
offenders to hide from notice and action.
Numerous studies that show greater
rates of theft, assault and sexuadl
harassment in poorly lit settings support
this phenomenon.
The information shows that some crimes
like robberies and sexual assaults are
more common in gloomy areas. These
types of crimes are more common in
situations when visibility is poor, giving
perpetrators the opportunity to use the
cover of darkness to avoid detection. For
example poorly lit parking lots, sidewalks,
and recreational spaces are frequently
shown to be hotspots for criminal
activities. This connection emphasizes
how important infrastructure and
environmental design are to campus
safety.
Not to mention, the media’s constant
coverage of crimes on campuses has
made parents and kids even more
fearful of becoming victims. Students
have severe effects from this fear on a
regular basis, including increased
anxiety and avoidance of particular
situations. Women at college are less
secure and feel less well-being because
of the widespread anxiety that has been
engendered by the occurrence of
physical assault, in particular.

e Consequences for Campus Security
and Safety
These  findings have  significant
ramifications for campus security and
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safety. First and foremost, lighting
upgrades across the campus must be a
top priority for schools and universities.
By making locations such as parking lots,
footpaths, and recreational areas more
visible and likely to be detected, well-Ilit
environments can effectively discourage
criminal activity.

Campuses need to address the social
and psychological impacts of crime
victimization in addition to improving the
physical infrastructure. Post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety and
depression are among the significant
psychological distresses that victims of
campus crimes frequently face. Their
general quality of life is also negatively
impacted by these circumstances in

addition to their academic
achievements. For instance, victims of
violent crimes usually report

experiencing symptoms that interfere
with their capacity to operate normally
and interact with others, such as dread,
embarrassment, and social
disengagement.  Victimization related
cognitive impairments, like memory loss
and focus issues, make academic
success even more difficult. Academic
achievement suffers as a result of
victim's  frequent  struggles  with
attendance, work quality and overall
grades. According to research female
students who experienced sexual assault
during their initial semester of college
has GPAs that were noticeably lower
than those of their classmate who were
not victims'=34,

Colleges need to put in place extensive
support networks for crime victims in
order to lessen these negative
consequences. This entails creating
victim support groups, making

153 Taylor D. Molstad, Justin M. Weinhardt & Rihannon Jones, Sexual assault
as a contributor to academic outcomes in University: A Systematic Review, Tranma,
Viiolence, & Abuse (2023). Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9660281/ (last visited Jun
28, 2024).

counseling services accessible, and
cultivating a respectful and safe
campus environment. Educational
initiatives that promote nonviolent
behavior and increase public knowledge
of the repercussions of crimes
committed on campus are crucial.
Boosting campus security measures
may also aid in deterring criminal
activity and giving the campus
community a sense of security. Some
examples of these methods include
deploying surveillance technologies in
high risk locations and augmenting the
number of campus police officers. The
University Grants Commission (UGC)
proposed the creation of community
service officers, who may provide escort
services and night patrols to further
enhance safety.’s*

o Effects on the Campus Community and
Students
Campus crimes have long term
psychological, social and intellectual
repercussions for both the victims and
the larger campus community, in
addition to the immediate physical harm
they cause.

- Fear of Becoming a Victim:
Students’ and parents fear of
becoming victims has increased
due to the media’s constant
reporting of crimes on
campuses™®*. This widespread
concern causes major lifestyle
adjustment, such staying away
from specific parts of campus,
which might impede students’
everyday routines and college
experiences in general.

- Physiological and  Economic
Functioning: Being a victim of

1535 Considering  Proposal for Declaring an Institution as ..., Available at:

https:/ /www.ugc.gov.in/oldpdf/xplanpdf/deemeduniversity.pdf (last visited

Jun 28, 2024).

1536 R.J. Rubel & Visage Press, 1ictimization and Fear in Public Schools - Survey of
Activities, NCJRS Virtual Library | Office of Justice Programs. Available at:

https://ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library /abstracts / victimization-and-fear-public-

schools-survey-activities (last visited Jun 28, 2024).
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crime has a significant negative
psychological impact and is
linked to PTSD, anxiety and
depression. A worse quality of life,

deteriorated interpersonal
connections and societal
disengagement are all

consequences of these mental
health problems. In addition to

physical manifestation like
nausea and tense muscles,
victims frequently display

psychological symptoms
including dread, embarrassment

and rage.

- Academic Achievements:
Victimization related
psychosocial and  cognitive

deficits have a detrimental
impact on academic
achievement. Victims may suffer
from poor memory, attention
issues and difficulties making
judgments which can affect their
academic  performance and
attendance. The dread of crime
also makes people more stressed
and anxious which  makes
academic success even more
difficult.

- Social participation: Anxiety and
a diminished feeling of belonging
are common out comes of
victims of crimes committed on
campus who struggle with social

participation. This social
disengagement may impede
their recuperation and

assimilation into the university
community, therefore impacting
their holistic college journey and
individual growth.
Colleges need to create a welcoming
atmosphere that puts students’ safety and well-
being first in order to address these effects.
Colleges may lessen the negative
consequences of on campus crimes and foster
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a safer, more welcoming campus atmosphere
by putting in place extensive safety measures,
offering psychological assistance  and
encouraging a culture of respect and non-
violence.

e Prevention

Techniques for Enhancing Lighting

One of the most important tactics for

preventing crime on college campuses

is improving lighting. Sufficient lighting

has the potential to greatly discourage

criminal activity by improving visibility

and decreasing the opportunity for

shadows to conceal!®® Prioritizing the

following action can help schools

successfully eliminate shadows in high-

crime areas:

1. Through Lighting Audits
Regularly carry out audits to
pinpoint places with inadequate
lighting, especially those with a
criminal incidence history. This
audit ought to evaluate the
location and strength of the
current lighting. Pinpointing any
areas where sight is impaired
and shadows are noticeable
2. Installation of  High-intensity

Lighting:
In key locations including parking
lots, access pints, and corridors,
install  high intensity, energy
efficient lighting solutions.
Because LED lights are brilliant

and ling lasting they are
especially efficient.

3. Strategic Lighting Fixture
Positioning:

Arrange lighting fixtures in a way
that maximizes light dispersion
and reduces dark areas. To do
this position lights at different
heights and orientations to cover

1537 Guest Authors, 4 Ways to Reduce Crime on College Campuses, Campus Safety
Magazine (2024). Available at:
https:/ /www.campussafetymagazine.com/insights/reduce-crime-college-
campuses/120962/ (last visited Jun 29, 2024).
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a larger area and get rid of any
potential hiding places.'%3#
4. Motion- Activated Lighting:
To improve security and save
energy, employ motion activated
illuminating in less-trafficking
areas. When movement s
detected these lights can
dissuade criminal activities by
quickly illuminating nearby areas.
5. Regular Maintenance:
Take precautions that all lighting
components  receive  routine
maintenance and are fixed right
away. To avoid coverage lapses,
broken or dysfunctional lights
should be fixed very away.
e Expanding Campus Police Coverage
and Monitoring
Watching in Dimly Lit Places
A thorough crime prevention plan must
include both bolstering monitoring and
increasing the number of campus police
officers.®® In high-risk regions, efficient
surveillance can discourage criminal
activity and speed up reaction times.
Important tactics consist of:
1. Improved Patrols
Boost the number of patrol,
especially at night and in locations
with bad lighting. High crime and
gloomy regions should be the focus
of campus police in order to ward off
potential criminals and reassure the
school population.
2. Surveillance Cameras
Install a strong network of cameras
in key areas, such a dimly lit regions
and criminal hotspots. Even in dimly
illuminated environments continues
surveillance may be guaranteed with

1538 A Lighting Control System to Optimize Brightness Distribution on Working Places,
Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261499890_A_lighting_control_s

ystem_to_optimize_brightness_distribution_on_working places (last visited
Jun 29, 2024).

1539 Guest Authors, 4 Ways to Reduce Crime on College Campuses, Campus Safety

Magazine (2024). Available at:
https://www.campussafetymagazine.com/insights/reduce-crime-college-

campuses/ 120962/ (last visited Jun 29, 2024).
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high resolution cameras equipped
with night vision capabilities.

3. Blue Light Emergencies Lines
Increase the number of emergency
phones with blue lights installed on
the campus. These phones give you
a direct line to college police, work
especially well in dimply lit places
and are an efficient way to get in
touch in an emergency.

4. Communal Policing
To strengthen ties involving campus
low enforcement and the college
student body, put community
policing ideas into action.®*® Campus
police can better collaborate with
students and acquire important
insights into prospective safety risks
by fostering trust and teamwork.

5. Integration of Surveillance
Technology
To improve the efficacy of camera
systems, make use of cutting edge
surveillance technology like facial
recognition and Al-based analytics.
These tools can assist in spotting
questionable activity and instantly
notifying the appropriate authorities.

o Policies and Programs from Education

Keeping College Campuses Crime- Free

By increasing knowledge and fostering

an atmosphere of safety and respect,

educational initiatives and regulations
are essential in avoiding crime on
college campuses. The subsequent

endeavors dre important in cultivating a

secure campus milieu:

1. Programs for Early Education: Put in
place early education initiatives with
a developmental crime prevention
theme. To tackle the hazards for
criminal conduct from an early age
these programs should incorporate
instructions for parents, child skill

1540 Campus Safety: Essential Crime Prevention Strategies for Your College, Regroup
Mass Notification (2024). Available at:
https:/ /www.regroup.com/blog/campus-safety-essential-crime-prevention-
strategies-for-your-college/ (last visited Jun 29, 2024).
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development and intellectual
stimulation for preschoolers.

2. Indoctrination and Awareness
Programs: Hold in depth orientation
meetings for new students, including
subjects like bystander intervention,
sexual violence early detection, and
personal safety. This program ought
to offer helpful advice and tools for
staying out of risky situations and
filing police reports.

3. Mandatory Training: Make
attendance at periodic workshops on
subject including sexual harassment,
substance misuse, and
psychological awareness for all
teachers, staff and students.™ These
discussions ought to place a strong
emphasis on the value of helping
victims and reporting crimes.

4. Bystander intervention  Training:
Provide students with the skills
necessary to identify and step in
when they see circumstances that
could be dangerous. A campus
climate  where students take
responsibility for one another’s safety
can be fostered by this instruction.

5. Policy Formulation and Enforcement:
Create stringent policies on campus
that deal with misbehavior in a
variety of forms, such as drug and
alcohol abuse harassment, and
sexual assault. Consistent
implementation  of  well-defined
policies can serve as a deterrent to
potential violators and offer «
structure for handling situations
when they arise.

6. Victim helps Services: Provide all
encompassing services, such as
counseling medical attention and
legal help to victims of crime. Making

1541 (PDF) Violence Victimization on a College Campus: Impact on GPA and School
Dropout, Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277343957_Violence_Victimizati

on_on_a_College_Campus_Impact_on_GPA_and_School_Dropout (last

visited Jun 28, 2024).
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sure victims have access to these
tools can aid in their healing and
lessen the lasting effects of their
ordeals.
By putting these tactics into practices,
institutions may make their campus a safer,
more secure place for their staff, professors and
students while also lowering the rate of crime
and promoting a respectful, watchful culture.

e Future Implications

A dearth of studies explicitly addressing
campus violence has been identified
extensive study on crime, with the
creation process if aggressive behavior
on college campuses still receiving little
attention. This research underscores the
necessity of establishing clear links
between early life experiences and n-
campus criminal activity, underscoring
the significance of placing generic crime
risk variables in the context of campus
specific circumstances™?2. The need or
accurate crime reporting by educational
institutions is highlighted by the inability
to identify patterns and trends in the
absence of comprehensive and up to
date campus crime data. Also not much
research has been done on possible
links between academic majors and the
risk of campus crime.

Campus crime has significant effects on
students’ safety, health and well-being.
Victimization can result in long tern
psychological suffering and  poor
academic performance. For these
reasons, it is imperative that campus
crime be addressed. Higher education
institutions need to improve their data
reporting, give priority to targeted
research, create all-encompassing
preventive programs, and provide strong
victim support services work in tandem
with law enforcement, enact

1542 Campus Safety: Fssential Crime Prevention Strategies for Your College, Regroup
Mass Notification (2024). Available at:
https:/ /www.regroup.com/blog/campus-safety-essential-crime-prevention-
strategies-for-your-college/ (last visited Jun 29, 2024).
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unambiguous laws and implement the
principles of crime prevention through
environmental design (CPTED).5* By
taking these steps, campus crime can
be considerably reduced, creating a
more secure and encouraging learning
environment.
CONCLUSION:

In conclusion all parties involved in higher
education must give the problem of campus
crime their immediate attention and work
together to find a solution. The results presented
demonstrate that campus crime threatens not
just the security and health and well-being of
students, staff and professors, but also the
fundamental components of a supportive and
encouraging learning environment.

The research emphasizes how important it is to
publish crime data transparently and how
important it is to do focused research in order to
better understand the particular aspects that
contribute to campus crime. By shedding light
on these areas, we can create support networks
and preventative strategies that are more
suited to wunique difficulties that college
communities face.

Going forward, higher learning institutions must
adopt a proactive approach that integrates
strong prevention strategies, complete support
services for those affected and collaborating
with  law enforcement and charitable
organizations. This integrated strategy not only
decreases the frequency of campus of campus
crime but also promotes a culture of safety,
trust and autonomy among all members of
community on campus. Furthermore the
impacts of campus crime go far beyond
immediate security worries. They affect learning
, mental wellness and social integration as well
generating ripple effects that prevent students’
overall educational journey and future
prospects.

158 Meaghan Kelly, How to Keep Students Safe with Crime Prevention 'Throngh
Environmental ~ Design ~ (CPTED),  AkitaBox  (2022).  Available  at:
https://home.akitabox.com/blog/cpted-strategies-for-college-campuses/
(last visited Jun 29, 2024)
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Thus to conclude all that have been discussed
above we can make sure that our schools and
colleges continue to be thriving centers of
learning , creativity and personal development
for future generations b giving these programs
top priority and encouraging shared
commitment to safety and well-being.
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