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ABSTRACT: 

Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs) play a crucial role in facilitating cross-border trade 
and investments by alleviating the burden of double taxation on the income of individuals and 
enterprises operating in multiple jurisdictions1. This comparative study critically examines the key 
provisions of the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement between India and the United States, aiming 
to assess their impact on bilateral economic relations and cross-border investments between the 
two countries. 

Through an extensive review of existing literature, this study provides an in-depth analysis of the tax 
systems in India and the United States, highlighting their respective features and complexities2. By 
focusing on the key provisions of the DTAA, including definitions, scope, and the allocation of taxing 
rights, this research sheds light on the intricacies of the agreement and its implications for taxpayers 
in both countries3. 

The methodology employed in this study involves a comprehensive comparative analysis of the 
significant provisions of the DTAA between India and the United States. This analysis delves into 
crucial areas such as the treatment of business profits, royalties, dividends, and capital gains, aiming 
to identify divergences, similarities, and potential areas of contention in the interpretation and 
application of the agreement4. 

The findings of this comparative study reveal nuanced differences in the approaches taken by India 
and the United States in addressing various aspects of international taxation, as reflected in the 
provisions of the DTAA. While some provisions demonstrate a convergence of interests and efforts to 
foster mutual cooperation in tax matters, others highlight discrepancies that may potentially lead to 
conflicts and disputes between the two nations5. 

The discussion section of this study delves into the implications of the identified differences in the 
DTAA provisions for cross-border investors and multinational corporations operating between India 
and the United States. It also addresses the potential challenges and opportunities arising from the 
interpretation and implementation of the agreement, considering the evolving nature of international 
tax laws and regulations6. 

However, this study underscores the significance of the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement 
between India and the United States in promoting bilateral economic cooperation and trade 
relations. While highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of the existing provisions, the study 
provides recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of the agreement, emphasizing the 
importance of fostering greater transparency, collaboration, and clarity in the interpretation of the 
provisions to avoid potential disputes and ensure a conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and economic growth between the two nations7. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The concept of Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreements (DTAAs) holds significant 
importance in the realm of international 
taxation, aiming to eliminate the potential 
negative impacts of double taxation on cross-
border economic activities and investments8. 

In the context of international trade and 
investment, India and the United States have 
established a comprehensive DTAA to regulate 
the taxation of income earned in both 
jurisdictions. These agreements serve as 
essential tools for facilitating cross-border 
economic activities and trade by providing 
clarity and certainty on the tax treatment of 
income and transactions between the two 
countries9. 

India's tax system, marked by a complex 
framework of direct and indirect taxes, has 
undergone substantial reforms over the years 
to promote ease of doing business and attract 
foreign investment10, making the DTAA with the 
United States an integral element in India's 
efforts to create a conducive business 
environment for foreign investors. Conversely, 
the United States' tax regime, known for its 
global reach and complex regulations, may 
pose challenges for taxpayers engaging in 
international transactions, making the DTAA 
with India crucial in preventing potential 
conflicts and duplicative taxation. 

The objective of this comparative study is to 
analyze and evaluate the key provisions of the 
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement 
between India and the United States, with a 
focus on understanding their impact on 
businesses, investors, and individuals subjected 
to taxation in both jurisdictions. By examining 
the specific terms, definitions, and mechanisms 
outlined in the agreement, this research seeks 
to identify the strengths, weaknesses, and 
potential areas for improvement in the existing 
DTAA framework11. 

The study aims to contribute to the existing 
literature on international taxation and cross-

border investments by providing an extensive 
analysis of the provisions outlined in the DTAA 
between India and the United States. Through 
this examination, the research intends to offer 
valuable insights into the implications and 
practical effects of the DTAA on bilateral 
economic relations and cross-border 
investments between the two nations for 
policymakers, tax practitioners, and investors12. 

Furthermore, the comparative analysis will 
shed light on the challenges and opportunities 
faced by businesses and individuals navigating 
the complexities of the Indian and U.S. tax 
systems, providing a comprehensive 
understanding of the practical implications of 
the DTAA on various forms of income, including 
business profits, royalties, dividends, and 
capital gains^[7]^. 

In consideration of the dynamic nature of 
international tax laws and the evolving 
landscape of cross-border transactions, this 
study aims to provide recommendations and 
insights for enhancing the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the DTAA framework between India 
and the United States, ultimately fostering a 
favorable environment for cross-border 
investments and trade relations13. 

LITERATURE REVIEW: 

Existing literature on Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs) provides 
valuable insights into the complexities of 
international taxation, with particular emphasis 
on the Indian and U.S. tax systems. Various 
studies have explored the intricacies of the 
DTAA framework and its implications for cross-
border economic activities and investments14. 

Research on the Indian tax system has 
highlighted the significance of the DTAA 
between India and the United States in 
promoting foreign investment and facilitating a 
favorable business environment for 
multinational corporations operating in both 
countries15. 

Similarly, studies focusing on the U.S. tax regime 
have underscored the role of the DTAA in 
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preventing potential conflicts and reducing the 
tax burden on taxpayers engaged in cross-
border transactions between India and the 
United States^[3]^. 

Furthermore, extensive analysis of the impact 
of the DTAA on cross-border investments and 
trade between India and the United States has 
revealed both positive and negative outcomes. 
Some studies have emphasized the beneficial 
effects of the agreement in promoting bilateral 
economic relations and fostering cross-border 
investments. 

Conversely, other research has pointed out 
potential challenges arising from divergent 
interpretations and applications of the DTAA 
provisions, leading to disputes and 
uncertainties for taxpayers operating in both 
jurisdictions. 

In addition, studies have examined the 
effectiveness of the mechanisms outlined in 
the DTAA for resolving disputes and addressing 
issues related to double taxation, highlighting 
the need for enhanced transparency and 
cooperation between the tax authorities of 
India and the United States. 

Overall, the existing literature provides a 
comprehensive understanding of the 
implications of the DTAA on cross-border 
investments and trade between India and the 
United States. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

The research methodology employed in this 
study is a combination of empirical and 
doctrinal approaches, focusing on both legal 
analysis and the practical implications of the 
provisions within the Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) between India 
and the United States. The empirical aspect 
involves the systematic examination of legal 
documents, including the DTAA text, related 
protocols, and official communications 
between the tax authorities of India and the 
United States. Through this approach, the study 
aims to gain a comprehensive understanding 
of the legal framework and provisions 

governing the taxation of cross-border income 
and investments16. 

Additionally, the doctrinal approach involves an 
in-depth analysis and interpretation of the 
legal provisions within the DTAA, considering 
their practical implications for businesses, 
investors, and individuals operating in both 
jurisdictions. The analysis delves into the 
specific terms, definitions, and mechanisms 
outlined in the agreement, focusing on the 
allocation of taxing rights, treatment of various 
forms of income, and dispute resolution 
mechanisms17. 

The data collection for this study primarily 
relies on a comprehensive review of primary 
sources, including the official DTAA text, legal 
documents, and treaties. Additionally, 
secondary sources, such as academic papers, 
scholarly articles, and relevant legal 
commentaries, are utilized to provide a broader 
context and theoretical framework for the 
analysis of the DTAA provisions18. 

Through the integration of the empirical and 
doctrinal approaches, this research aims to 
offer a comprehensive and nuanced 
understanding of the implications of the DTAA 
between India and the United States for cross-
border investments, trade, and economic 
relations between the two nations. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE KEY PROVISIONS: 

The Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement 
(DTAA) between India and the United States 
serves as a pivotal instrument for facilitating 
cross-border trade and investment, providing a 
framework to prevent the double taxation of 
income and ensure a fair and equitable 
distribution of tax rights between the two 
nations. This comprehensive comparative 
analysis aims to provide an in-depth 
examination and comparison of the significant 
provisions within the DTAA, focusing on crucial 
areas such as the definition of terms and the 
scope of the agreement, allocation of taxing 
rights, treatment of business profits, royalties, 
dividends, and capital gains, dispute resolution 
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mechanisms, and the exchange of information 
and mutual agreement procedures. By delving 
into these critical aspects, this analysis seeks to 
offer insights into the practical implications 
and potential challenges associated with the 
application of the DTAA provisions in the 
context of international taxation and cross-
border transactions. 

 Definition of Terms and Scope of the 
Agreement 

The DTAA between India and the United States 
establishes a comprehensive framework for the 
definition of key terms and the delineation of 
the scope of the agreement. Definitions related 
to residency, permanent establishment, and 
other essential concepts play a crucial role in 
determining the tax liabilities of individuals and 
businesses operating in both jurisdictions. 
While the agreement provides a shared 
understanding of these terms, subtle 
differences in interpretation may lead to 
potential discrepancies in the application of tax 
provisions, necessitating careful analysis and 
clarification from both countries' tax 
authorities19. A detailed examination of the 
definitions and scope within the DTAA is vital to 
ensure a coherent and uniform understanding 
of the agreement's applicability and 
implications for taxpayers and businesses in 
India and the United States. 

 Allocation of Taxing Rights between the 
Two Countries 

The primary objective of the DTAA is to allocate 
taxing rights between India and the United 
States to prevent the double taxation of 
income. This allocation is crucial for ensuring a 
fair and equitable distribution of tax liabilities for 
individuals and businesses operating in both 
jurisdictions. The agreement outlines specific 
criteria for determining the taxation of various 
types of income, including income from 
business activities, royalties, dividends, and 
capital gains. A comprehensive analysis of the 
provisions related to the allocation of taxing 
rights is essential to identify the mechanisms 
employed to avoid overlapping taxation and 

mitigate potential disputes arising from 
differences in the tax treatment of income 
generated in both countries20. Understanding 
the nuances of these provisions is crucial for 
promoting clarity, consistency, and 
transparency in the taxation of cross-border 
transactions and investments between India 
and the United States. 

 Provisions Related to Business Profits, 
Royalties, Dividends, and Capital Gains 

The DTAA provisions pertaining to business 
profits, royalties, dividends, and capital gains 
form the cornerstone of the agreement's 
framework, playing a pivotal role in 
determining the taxation of specific types of 
income earned by individuals and businesses 
operating in India and the United States. A 
detailed examination and comparative 
analysis of these provisions are essential to 
understand the criteria for determining the 
source of income and the corresponding 
taxation rules applied by both countries. By 
evaluating the specific clauses governing the 
taxation of business profits, royalties, dividends, 
and capital gains, this analysis aims to provide 
a comprehensive understanding of the tax 
implications for cross-border transactions and 
investments between India and the United 
States21. Furthermore, the analysis will explore 
any divergences in the treatment of these 
income categories and their impact on 
businesses and investors operating in both 
jurisdictions. 

 Dispute Resolution Mechanisms 

Efficient and effective dispute resolution 
mechanisms are critical for maintaining a 
conducive environment for cross-border trade 
and investment. The DTAA between India and 
the United States incorporates specific 
mechanisms for the resolution of tax-related 
disputes, including provisions for mutual 
agreement procedures and arbitration. A 
comprehensive analysis of these dispute 
resolution mechanisms is essential to assess 
their efficacy in resolving potential conflicts 
arising from the interpretation and application 
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of the agreement. Emphasizing the importance 
of transparency, cooperation, and timely 
resolution of disputes, this analysis aims to 
highlight the significance of a robust dispute 
resolution framework in promoting greater 
certainty and confidence for taxpayers and 
businesses operating in both jurisdictions. By 
examining the practical implications of the 
dispute resolution mechanisms, the analysis 
seeks to provide insights into the challenges 
and opportunities associated with resolving 
tax-related disputes under the DTAA. 

 Exchange of Information and Mutual 
Agreement Procedures 

The exchange of information and mutual 
agreement procedures outlined within the 
DTAA serve as essential tools for promoting 
transparency and cooperation between the tax 
authorities of India and the United States. These 
provisions facilitate the sharing of relevant tax-
related information and the resolution of 
potential conflicts arising from differences in 
the interpretation and application of the 
agreement. A comprehensive analysis of the 
efficacy of the exchange of information and 
mutual agreement procedures is crucial for 
assessing the level of cooperation and 
collaboration between the two countries in 
addressing tax-related issues. By evaluating 
the practical implications of these provisions, 
the analysis aims to provide insights into the 
challenges and opportunities associated with 
the exchange of information and mutual 
agreement procedures, emphasizing the 
significance of effective communication and 
collaboration in fostering a conducive 
environment for cross-border investments and 
economic cooperation between India and the 
United States22. 

The comparative analysis of the key provisions 
within the Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreement between India and the United 
States highlights the complexities and nuances 
of the agreement, emphasizing the need for a 
comprehensive understanding of the 
provisions' practical implications for taxpayers 

and businesses operating in both jurisdictions. 
By examining the definition of terms and the 
scope of the agreement, the allocation of 
taxing rights, provisions related to business 
profits, royalties, dividends, and capital gains, 
dispute resolution mechanisms, and the 
exchange of information and mutual 
agreement procedures, this analysis provides 
valuable insights into the challenges and 
opportunities associated with the interpretation 
and application of the DTAA. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION: 

The comparative analysis of the key provisions 
within the Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreement (DTAA) between India and the 
United States has revealed several critical 
findings, shedding light on the implications of 
these provisions for cross-border investments, 
trade, and bilateral economic relations 
between the two nations. This section presents 
and analyzes these findings, providing a 
nuanced understanding of the practical 
implications and challenges associated with 
the application of the DTAA provisions in the 
context of international taxation and cross-
border transactions. 

 Allocation of Taxing Rights and 
Treatment of Various Income Categories 

The comparative analysis of the allocation of 
taxing rights between India and the United 
States has uncovered certain disparities in the 
treatment of various income categories, 
including business profits, royalties, dividends, 
and capital gains. While the DTAA aims to 
prevent the double taxation of income, the 
variations in the criteria for determining the 
source of income and the corresponding 
taxation rules have led to certain complexities 
and ambiguities for taxpayers and businesses 
operating in both jurisdictions. The findings 
indicate that the differences in the 
interpretation and application of the DTAA 
provisions have the potential to create 
challenges for businesses seeking to expand 
their operations across borders23. 
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Furthermore, the analysis has highlighted the 
impact of these variations on the effective tax 
rates and the overall tax burden faced by 
businesses and individuals conducting cross-
border transactions. The findings suggest that 
certain provisions within the DTAA may 
inadvertently lead to tax planning strategies 
that exploit discrepancies between the Indian 
and U.S. tax systems, potentially resulting in a 
misallocation of taxing rights and a distortion 
of the overall tax landscape. These findings 
underscore the need for enhanced cooperation 
and coordination between the tax authorities of 
both countries to address potential loopholes 
and ensure a more equitable and transparent 
allocation of taxing rights in accordance with 
the spirit of the DTAA. 

 Implications for Cross-Border 
Investments and Trade 

The analysis of the key provisions within the 
DTAA has significant implications for cross-
border investments and trade between India 
and the United States. The findings indicate 
that the complexities and variations in the 
taxation of different income categories may 
influence the investment decisions of 
multinational corporations and foreign 
investors, potentially affecting the flow of 
capital and resources between the two nations. 
The uncertainties arising from the divergent 
interpretations of the DTAA provisions have the 
potential to create additional compliance costs 
and administrative burdens for businesses, 
thereby impacting the overall investment 
climate and business environment. 

Moreover, the findings suggest that the existing 
disparities in the taxation of specific income 
categories may affect the competitiveness of 
businesses operating in both jurisdictions, 
potentially influencing their decisions on 
resource allocation, pricing strategies, and 
market entry. The implications of these findings 
underscore the importance of promoting 
greater harmonization and alignment between 
the Indian and U.S. tax systems, emphasizing 
the need for a more collaborative and 

integrated approach to international taxation 
that fosters a level playing field for businesses 
and investors24. 

 Challenges and Opportunities for 
Bilateral Economic Relations 

The comparative analysis has revealed both 
challenges and opportunities for the bilateral 
economic relations between India and the 
United States. While the DTAA serves as a 
crucial framework for promoting economic 
cooperation and trade between the two 
nations, the findings indicate that certain 
provisions within the agreement may 
inadvertently create barriers to the seamless 
flow of goods, services, and investments. The 
complexities and ambiguities in the 
interpretation and application of the DTAA 
provisions have the potential to create 
uncertainties for businesses and investors, 
potentially impacting the overall investment 
sentiment and bilateral economic relations25. 

Furthermore, the findings highlight the 
importance of fostering greater transparency, 
collaboration, and dialogue between the tax 
authorities of both countries to address 
potential challenges and promote a more 
conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and trade. 

The opportunities for enhancing bilateral 
economic relations lie in the effective 
implementation of the DTAA provisions, 
emphasizing the need for a more coordinated 
and cooperative approach to international 
taxation that fosters greater certainty and 
predictability for businesses and investors 
operating in both jurisdictions. 

 Policy Recommendations and Future 
Implications 

Based on the findings derived from the 
comparative analysis, several key policy 
recommendations and future implications 
emerge, highlighting the need for a more 
comprehensive and integrated approach to 
international taxation and cross-border 
investments. The analysis emphasizes the 
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importance of promoting greater coordination 
and collaboration between the Indian and U.S. 
tax authorities to address potential 
discrepancies and ensure a more equitable and 
transparent allocation of taxing rights. 
Furthermore, the findings underscore the need 
for promoting greater harmonization and 
alignment between the Indian and U.S. tax 
systems, emphasizing the importance of 
reducing complexities and administrative 
burdens for businesses and investors26. 

Moreover, the analysis suggests the 
significance of fostering greater transparency 
and information sharing between the two 
countries to address potential challenges and 
promote a more conducive environment for 
cross-border investments and trade. The policy 
recommendations emphasize the importance 
of promoting greater certainty and 
predictability for businesses and investors, 
highlighting the need for a more coordinated 

and collaborative approach to international 
taxation that fosters a level playing field and 
promotes greater economic cooperation and 
bilateral relations between India and the United 
States. 

In totality, the comparative analysis of the key 
provisions within the Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreement between India and the 
United States has provided valuable insights 
into the practical implications and challenges 
associated with the application of the DTAA 
provisions in the context of international 
taxation and cross-border transactions. The 
findings underscore the importance of 
promoting greater coordination and 
collaboration between the Indian and U.S. tax 
authorities to address potential discrepancies 
and ensure a more equitable and transparent 
allocation of taxing rights. Moreover, the 
analysis highlights the need for promoting 
greater harmonization and alignment between 
the Indian and U.S. tax systems, emphasizing 

the importance of reducing complexities and 
administrative burdens for businesses and 
investors. The policy recommendations derived 
from the findings emphasize the importance of 
fostering greater transparency and information 
sharing between the two countries to address 
potential challenges and promote a more 
conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and trade. Overall, the 
comparative analysis serves as a valuable 
framework for policymakers, tax authorities, 
and businesses to promote greater 
collaboration and dialogue in fostering a more 
conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and bilateral economic relations 
between India and the United States27. 

Here’s a conceptual representation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This conceptual graph represents the key 
findings derived from the comparative analysis 
of the DTAA provisions. It illustrates the 
relationship between challenges and 
opportunities for cross- border investments and 
bilateral trade relations between India and the 
United States. The positioning of challenges 
and opportunities highlights the complexities 
and ambiguities in the interpretation and 
application of the DTAA provisions, as well as 
the potential for fostering greater economic 
cooperation and partnership between the two 
nations. 
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This visual representation demonstrates the 
interplay between complexities and 
opportunities for cross-border investments, as 
well as uncertainties and the potential for 
enhanced cooperation in bilateral trade 
relations between India and the United States. It 
underscores the need to address challenges 
and foster a conducive environment for 
economic collaboration and partnership. 

CONCLUSION: 

The comparative study of the key provisions in 
the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement 
(DTAA) between India and the United States 
has yielded valuable insights into the 
complexities and nuances of international 
taxation and cross-border transactions. The 
analysis has provided a comprehensive 
understanding of the implications of the DTAA 
provisions for cross-border investments, trade, 
and bilateral economic relations between the 
two nations. This conclusion summarizes the 
key findings and their implications, reflects on 
the effectiveness of the DTAA, and provides 

recommendations for potential improvements 
or modifications to the existing agreement. 

 Summary of Key Findings and 
Implications 

The findings derived from the comparative 
analysis underscore the challenges and 
opportunities associated with the application of 
the DTAA provisions. The analysis revealed 
disparities in the treatment of various income 
categories, leading to complexities in the 
allocation of taxing rights and potential 
distortions in the overall tax landscape. The 
implications for cross-border investments and 
trade highlighted the uncertainties and 
administrative burdens faced by businesses 
and investors operating in both jurisdictions, 
emphasizing the need for greater 
harmonization and transparency in the 
interpretation and application of the DTAA. 

Furthermore, the findings emphasized the need 
for fostering greater collaboration and 
coordination between the Indian and U.S. tax 
authorities to address potential discrepancies 
and ensure a more equitable and transparent 
allocation of taxing rights. The implications for 
bilateral economic relations underscored the 
importance of promoting greater certainty and 
predictability for businesses and investors, 
emphasizing the significance of effective 
communication and collaboration in fostering 
a more conducive environment for cross-
border investments and economic cooperation 
between India and the United States. 

 Reflection on the Effectiveness of the 
DTAA 

The analysis prompts a reflection on the 
effectiveness of the DTAA in facilitating cross-
border investments and promoting economic 
cooperation between India and the United 
States. While the agreement serves as a crucial 
framework for preventing the double taxation 
of income and promoting tax certainty for 
taxpayers and businesses, the findings reveal 
certain complexities and ambiguities in the 
interpretation and application of the DTAA 
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provisions. The challenges identified in the 
comparative analysis underscore the need for 
a more coordinated and collaborative 
approach to international taxation that fosters 
greater transparency, consistency, and 
predictability for businesses and investors 
operating in both jurisdictions. 

Moreover, the reflection on the effectiveness of 
the DTAA emphasizes the significance of 
fostering greater dialogue and cooperation 
between the Indian and U.S. tax authorities to 
address potential challenges and promote a 
more conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and bilateral economic relations. 
The analysis highlights the importance of 
promoting greater clarity and harmonization in 
the interpretation and application of the DTAA, 
emphasizing the need for a more integrated 
and inclusive approach to international 
taxation that fosters greater certainty and 
predictability for businesses and investors. 

 Recommendations for Potential 
Improvements or Modifications 

Based on the findings and the reflection on the 
effectiveness of the DTAA, several key 
recommendations emerge for potential 
improvements or modifications to the existing 
agreement. The analysis emphasizes the need 
for fostering greater transparency and 
information sharing between the two countries 
to address potential challenges and promote a 
more conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and trade. Furthermore, the 
recommendations highlight the significance of 
fostering greater harmonization and alignment 
between the Indian and U.S. tax systems, 
emphasizing the need for reducing 
complexities and administrative burdens for 
businesses and investors. The analysis 
emphasizes the importance of promoting 
greater certainty and predictability for 
businesses and investors, fostering a level 
playing field, and promoting greater economic 
cooperation and bilateral relations between 
India and the United States. The 
recommendations serve as a valuable 

framework for policymakers, tax authorities, 
and stakeholders to promote greater 
collaboration and dialogue in fostering a more 
conducive environment for cross-border 
investments and economic cooperation 
between the two nations. 

In conclusion, the comparative study of the key 
provisions in the Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreement between India and the United 
States has provided valuable insights into the 
practical implications and challenges 
associated with the application of the 
agreement. The findings underscore the need 
for fostering greater collaboration and 
coordination between the Indian and 

U.S. tax authorities to address potential 
discrepancies and ensure a more equitable 
and transparent allocation of taxing rights. 
Moreover, the analysis highlights the need for 
promoting greater harmonization and 
alignment between the Indian and U.S. tax 
systems, reducing complexities and 
administrative burdens for businesses and 
investors. The recommendations derived from 
the analysis emphasize the need for fostering 
greater transparency and information sharing 
to address potential challenges and promote a 
more conducive environment for cross- border 
investments and trade. Overall, the 
comparative study serves as a valuable 
framework for promoting greater collaboration 
and dialogue in fostering a more conducive 
environment for cross-border investments and 
bilateral economic relations between India and 
the United States. 
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